


Introduction:

This event  is brought to you by the Cabbagetown South Residents’ Association.

Many people want to know the history of their home but don’t know where to start.  

According to a quote from the City of Toronto Archives: “Researching a property can be like assembling a jigsaw 
puzzle – one with missing pieces, as well as pieces that belong to another puzzle!” 

I would like to introduce our three guests for today’s Cabbagetown South Event ‘Researching Your Historic Home’ who will 
help us put the jigsaw puzzle together. 

● Robin Burgoyne, Founder, Caerwent HouseStories.
● Jordan Allison & Wallace Immen, Cabbagetown Heritage Conservation District Advisory Committee
● Gilles Huot, Cabbagetown Preservation Association, 



Goads Map 
1910

Cabbagetown
South

Carlton to Shuter  

Sherbourne to 
Parliament St

http://goadstoronto.blogspot.com/2013/01/1924-toronto-fire-insurance-map.html
http://goadstoronto.blogspot.com/2013/01/1924-toronto-fire-insurance-map.html


Wallace Immen & Jordan Allison

Cabbagetown Heritage Conservation District 
Advisory Committee



Our committee advises on development plans for the four areas of Cabbagetown already 
included in the heritage conservation district. We organized the gathering of heritage data about 
homes in the Cabbagetown South area that led to applying to the city for consideration as the 
final part of the existing Cabbagetown HCD

● Heritage Preservation Update    
                                                

○ Background over the course of the past 15 years

○ Provide an update from the Jan 27th Preservation meeting (city plan) 
○ City Presentation package
○ Meetings and events Cabbagetown South West Plan

○ What’s involved in Designating an area as Historic? 

○ Where are we in the process?

○ What will change when we are a ‘designated historic area’? 

https://cabbagetownhcd.ca/
https://cabbagetownsouth.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Cabbagetown-Southwest-HCD-CCM-1-Public-Notice.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/planning-studies-initiatives/cabbagetown-southwest-heritage-conservation-district-plan/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/9667-Cabbagetown-Southwest-HCD-Plan-CC120210128.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/planning-studies-initiatives/cabbagetown-southwest-heritage-conservation-district-plan/meetings-events-cabbagetown-southwest-hcd-plan/


- Occupancy 1868
- Original owner - Henry Bell
- Original occupant - Charles Collier
- Original architectural style - Bay & Gable

- Occupancy 1876
- Original owner - John Taylor
- Original occupant - Mary Taylor
- Original architectural style - Bay & Gable

○ Are there any tools available from the Cabbagetown Heritage Preservation Association?
■ Jordon/Wallace – We received a grant a few years ago and there is a database where you can find basic information about the home and 

who owned it originally. 

Discovering your homes past with Cabbagetown HCD.  Here are two examples of a property search on the HCD site.

http://cabbagetownhcd.ca/search-for-property-history-in-cabbagetown/?wpp_search%5Bpagination%5D=on&wpp_search%5Bper_page%5D=10&wpp_search%5Bstrict_search%5D=false&wpp_search%5Bproperty_type%5D=property&wpp_search%5Blocation%5D=204+seaton&wpp_search%5Bhcd_area%5D=-1&wpp_search%5Boccupancy_date%5D=-1&wpp_search%5Bland_use%5D=-1&wpp_search%5Bstyle%5D=-1


Robin Burgoyne
Founder of Caerwent HouseStories

Email
647-435-5076

Caerwent HouseStories 

Robin Burgoyne is the owner and chief researcher for Caerwent HouseStories (housestories.ca). She has an undergraduate degree from Trent 

University and an MA from the University of Calgary with a specialty in Canadian History.  

Robin brings intuition, experience and knowledge to each and every one of the numerous house history projects that she creates. Robin considers that 

her house histories are “very much like short stories with their central characters based upon the houses and the people who have lived there." 

Her well-honed research and writing skills allow her to give her clients the most interesting and in-depth story possible.

https://www.housestories.ca/contact/
https://www.housestories.ca/


○ Why do people come to you to research their homes? 
■ Researching family history
■ Uncovering whether anyone famous lived in the house. 
■ Was it always a family home or was it used for other purposes? 

○ What unusual or interesting requests have you received over the years?
■ I want to know if someone died in my home 
■ I want to know what the house originally looked like

○ What do you need to do if you want to research the history of your historic home? 
■ Online research vs City of Toronto Archives
■ Determine whether or not your street name or address changed at any point in the past
■ Consult the Goads Fire Insurance plans, or google Goads fire insurance maps Toronto and click on the 

blogspot entry. (page 7 & 8)
■ Consult the Toronto City Directories  (hard copies of the directories from 1833 to 2001 are at the Toronto 

Reference Library) and online from 1833 to 1969. (or through the library going to A to Z list of databases)
■ Assessment rolls (found at the Toronto Archives) also useful to confirm when it was built (need to use legal 

description again). (page 9 & 10)
■ Check the City’s aerial photography collection, which covers most of the city from 1947 to 1972.
■ Use Land Registry to confirm occupants, legal description found at Onland.ca and then you can use this to 

find synopsis of owners.

http://goadstoronto.blogspot.com/2013/01/1924-toronto-fire-insurance-map.html
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/lh-city-directories.jsp
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/lh-digital-city-directories.jsp
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/access-city-information-or-records/city-of-toronto-archives/whats-in-the-archives/assessment-rolls/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/access-city-information-or-records/city-of-toronto-archives/whats-online/maps/aerial-photographs/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/search-land-property-records


Goads Map 1913 
Jackman Ave
(Pt Lots 140/141 
Plan 1463)



Goads Map 1913 Jackman Ave (Pt Lots 140/141 Plan 1463)



Goads Map 1924
Jackman Ave
Pt Lots 140/141 
Plan 1463



Goads Map 1924
Jackman Ave
Pt Lots 140/141 
Plan 1463



City of Toronto 
Assessment Roll 
1920-1921
29 Jackman Ave



City of Toronto Assessment Roll 1921-1922 / 29 Jackman Ave







o   Once you have made sure that the civic address and street name have not changed and you have all the 
occupant’s names, you can find more about the house and its occupants.

■ Building Records: can order drawings (from the building records department) and building permit information 
(through a City of Toronto Freedom of Information request FOI)

■ Toronto Archives, Ontario Archives, Toronto Telegram Archives, Toronto Reference library or Local libraries.
■ Newspapers.  The Toronto Star has digitized versions back to 1892 and the Globe since 1844. Can be 

accessed through the Toronto Public Library website. 
■ Other newspaper websites or portals:

Newspaper.com (subscription service)
Early Canadian online (through Toronto Public Library)
Archive.org
Hathitrust.org
Search.our.ontario.ca
 

■ Ancestry. Helpful confirm addresses through census etc.
■ Try to find individuals or descendants of individuals who have lived in the house.
■ Contact the Cabbagetown Museum 

○

https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/building-construction/preliminary-zoning-reviews-information/request-building-records/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/access-city-information-or-records/city-of-toronto-archives/
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/local-history-publications/toronto-early.jsp
https://www.ancestry.ca
http://www.museumsontario.ca/museum/Cabbagetown-Regent-Park-Museum


○ Let Robin help you build your homes perfect story.
■ Caerwent HouseStories will research the history of your home and bring your house story to life
■ How long does it normally take
■ What are the costs for something like this? 
■ Are there any added benefits?  (Land Title issues) 

Caerwent HouseStory books:

● include an approximately 3000-word narrative 
based on detailed research.

● archival photographs
● the original building permit (if available)
● historical maps of your area
● copies of official documents, newspaper clippings 

and more.
● A beautiful water colour 

Contact Robin
Email
647-435-5076
Caerwent House Stories 

https://www.housestories.ca/contact/
https://www.housestories.ca/


Gilles Huot
Cabbagetown Preservation Association



•History comes alive in Cabbagetown, not only through its beautiful heritage homes but also through the lives of many 
remarkable people who actually called the area home: artists, writers, dancers, politicians, scientists, actors, etc.

•The Cabbagetown People program website contains the biographies of close to 100 of these remarkable people. Among 
them:  Walter Huston, Al Purdy, C.W. Jefferys, Ernest MacMillan, Betty Oliphant, Richard Bradshaw, and many more.  

•Around 50 of these people are honoured by a plaque (oval blue).

•A directory of the plaques can be found at the entrance to Riverdale Park, near the intersection of Sumach and 
Winchester streets.

http://www.cabbagetownpeople.ca/
http://www.cabbagetownpeople.ca/biographies/plaquees/


Plaque Programs





www.heritagetrust.on.ca

http://www.heritagetrust.om.ca


www.heritagetoronto.org
info@heritagetoronto.org

http://www.heritagetoronto.org
mailto:info@heritagetoronto.org












www.cabbagetownpeople.ca

http://www.cabbagetownpeople.ca






https://cabbagetownpa.ca

https://cabbagetownpa.ca


Helpful websites



■ Goads link to Cabbagetown South 1910
■ Another useful resource is the TOBuilt section of the Architectural Conservancy of 

Ontario
■ A guide to finding the History of Your House, CIty of Toronto
■ City of Toronto Archives video:  Researching Your House: City Directories - YouTube
■ CPA has an excellent Frequently Asked Questions page on their website: 
■ Toronto Public LIbrary  
■ Digital Toronto City Directories, Toronto Public LIbrary
■ If I want a plaque on my historic home what are the options and where do I go? Heritage 

Toronto - Plaque & Markers Program 
■ A guide to finding  the History of your House City of Toronto
■ City of Toronto Archives

https://maps.library.utoronto.ca/datapub/digital/NG/goad/1924/00028.jpg
http://www.acontario.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/access-city-information-or-records/city-of-toronto-archives/using-the-archives/research-by-topic/find-the-history-of-your-house/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e78GPVDp8L0&feature=youtu.be
http://cabbagetownhcd.ca/frequently-asked-questions/
https://torontopubliclibrary.typepad.com/local-history-genealogy/2019/06/researching-the-history-of-your-house-in-toronto.html
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/lh-digital-city-directories.jsp
https://www.toronto.ca/311/knowledgebase/kb/docs/articles/special-purpose-bodies-and-external-organizations/heritage-toronto/heritage-toronto-plaques-and-markers-program.html
https://www.toronto.ca/311/knowledgebase/kb/docs/articles/special-purpose-bodies-and-external-organizations/heritage-toronto/heritage-toronto-plaques-and-markers-program.html
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/access-city-information-or-records/city-of-toronto-archives/using-the-archives/research-by-topic/find-the-history-of-your-house/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/access-city-information-or-records/city-of-toronto-archives/


Contact Information
Robin Burgoyne

Cabbagetown HCD

Cabbagetown Preservation Association

Cabbagetown South Residents’ Association

mailto:housestories@rogers.com
http://cabbagetownhcd.ca/contact-us/
https://cabbagetownpa.ca/contact-us/
https://cabbagetownsouth.com/


Brought to you by The Cabbagetown 

Residents’ Association

Thank you!
You can find a copy of this booklet on our website.

CSRA

https://cabbagetownsouth.com/

